INTRODUCTION

JAMES FENIMORE COOPER died Septem-
ber 14, 1851, seventy years ago to-day, and his first
story, Precaution^ was published over one hundred
years ago.

Shortly before his death, while sitting on a sofa beside
his eldest child, Susan Augusta, he said to her that he
wished his family not to authorize the publication of any
biography. There was even then a difference of opinion in
the family as to the extent of the prohibition intended;
some members believing that it was only a temporary one
prompted by the bitterness still felt toward Cooper by
much of the press of the country on account of his libel
suits. Acting upon the other theory, however, his eldest
daughter, before she died, destroyed a great deal of the
material which could have been used in the preparation of
a biography, and had buried with her the most interesting
of his Journals.

To-day no one could write a satisfactory life of
Cooper; it would necessarily be limited to a bare state-
ment of facts, most of which already have been published
in one of the existing accounts of his life.

Probably, however, the characteristics of a man are
shown by his letters more clearly than in any other way
except by personal contact. This is especially true where
the letters are written to members of his family, without
expectation of publication. Fortunately there are in the
possession of Cooper's family some hundreds of thesein \cbpat8\qj\li11\fi0\ri0\sb155\sa0\sl-266\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw3\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs24 shall provide the means. I should like to manifest my\line \expndtw2 sense of Lady Grey's kindness to me. I rather think,\line \expndtw-3 however, they will not come. If they do, they will be at\line \expndtw-1 Cooperstown in about a fortnight. Leave it all to me, and\line it shall be properly done.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li11\fi230\ri4\sb0\sa0\sl-266\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-4\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs24 Times are hard, but I hope to effect my business and be\line \expndtw-3 home this week. I find the public sentiment very generally\line \expndtw-2 with me in regard to the editors, and the respectable por-\line \expndtw-3 tion of the latter ashamed of their \i confreres. \i0 Every body\line \expndtw-1 appears to wish me success, and I have no doubt of it,\line \expndtw-7 myself.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li25\fi230\ri4\sb4\sa0\sl-266\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw1\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs24 The \i History \i0 seems to be liked. Some opinions are\line \expndtw2 strongly in its favor, though a few cavil at it. Stevens\line \expndtw3 thinks Perry has been worked upon, and that he will\line answer my letters, but if he do, he cannot answer my\line \expndtw-6 facts.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li29\fi230\ri7\sb0\sa0\sl-266\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw5\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs24 They say the Court is divided in Elliott's affairs,\line \expndtw3 though it is thought the finding will not be hard upon\line him. It got through only on Saturday last.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li29\fi241\ri7\sb0\sa0\sl-266\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw3\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs24 I haven't seen Mrs. O'Neil, nor Aunty Rush. I have\line \expndtw-3 seen the Doctor, however, and shall make it a point to see\line \expndtw0 Mrs. Rush, herself, before I quit town. I think she will\line \expndtw-5 come up to see us this summer.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li277\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-266\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw2\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs24 My love to all our dear girls, and for yourself,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li4399\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-5\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs30 J. F. C.}\par }2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw3\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs22 Col. Grey, Lord Grey's second son, is here with his\line \expndtw6 wife. I dine with them to-day, and may persuade them\line \expndtw3 to come up and see us. If anything is done in that way, I}\par }33\fs24 If peradventure you saw a little notice in the \i Evening\line \expndtw-2 Post \i0 of y\super r\nosupersub  victory over the Otsego Journalist, I hope you\line \expndtw0 did not think it a Paul Pry-ism or an invasion of y\super r\nosupersub  Pri-\line \expndtw1 vate rights, for I must shoulder the responsibility. The\line \expndtw4 truth is I received the particulars from Y\super r\nosupersub  friend the\line \expndtw5 Chief Justice [Judge Nelson], and I could not refrain}\par } lodged and much genteeler\line \expndtw0 than before, though other matters are not essentially im-}\par }ther\line \expndtw-3 than cold.}\par },}\par }nt}\par }33\fs23 When I arrived here from Washington I found my\line \expndtw4 father in a feeble state of health; he had long been sink-}\par } leave\line \expndtw-1 New York Wednesday evening, and get home on Friday.\line I may be detained, however, as late as Saturday.}\par }3 You say I do not talk enough about myself\loch\af0\hich\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 and I\line \expndtw3 had forgotten it until this moment\loch\af0\hich\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 my sight is I think\line \expndtw12 better than it was, though my right eye remains the}\par }s20{\*\pn\pnlvlbody\pndec\pnstart10\pnindent435\pnf2{\pntxta .}}\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-12\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 {\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw3\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Our countrywomen and the Fair of France.{\charscalex100\expndtw0\tab }\expndtw-1 Standing.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qc\li4\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-238\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw2\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 et decus, et pretium recti}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li580\fi-580\ri0\sb72\sa0\sl-241\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 La Fayette. The friend, pupil and co-worker of Washington\loch\af0\hich\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\line \expndtw0\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 We know no higher eulogy. [Written in pencil by Cooper.]}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qc\li36\fi0\ri0\sb212\sa0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 FROM H. C. CAREY}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li14\fi3182\ri0\sb90\sa0\sl-256\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw7\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 Phil., July 13, 1832\line \expndtw9 Dear Sir}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li0\fi245\ri4\sb0\sa0\sl-256\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw4\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 You will have seen, before receipt of this letter, that\line \expndtw3 the cholera is in New York, and that it has almost de-\line \expndtw1 populated the city. Here, we have had only a single case,\line but we are in daily expectation of it, and the effect upon\line \expndtw0 business is almost the same as if it were here already.\line \expndtw4 Fortunately, there is no such panic as that which pre-\line \expndtw1 vailed at N. York, and as every one knows that all possi-\line \expndtw8 ble precautions have been taken, they wait with pa-\line \expndtw0 tience\loch\af0\hich\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 and if it should come, I hope it will not so utterly\line \expndtw3 destroy business as it has in the other city.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li4\fi256\ri7\sb0\sa0\sl-256\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw3\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 Everything was dull before, but its arrival has tended\line \expndtw0 to aggravate all the ills attendant upon business\loch\af0\hich\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 or upon\line \expndtw4 a disordered state of it, such as we have had for the last\line \expndtw7 9 months. To add to all other evils, the president has\line \expndtw1 just vetoed the Bank, and the people of the South swear\line \expndtw-1 they will nullify, so that we seem likely to have a glorious}\par }ng1033\fs22 |{\charscalex100\expndtw0\tab }\expndtw6 the chances of war in Europe. Our latest accounts seem to}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li11\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-259\slmult0\tqr\tx6664 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs22 !{\charscalex100\expndtw0\tab }\expndtw9 make, at least, war almost unavoidable. I sincerely hope}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li7\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-259\slmult0\tqr\tx6664 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\loch\af0\hich\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs22 \'bb{\charscalex100\expndtw0\tab }\expndtw12\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 any spark of it may be quenched before it blazes out.}\par }00000000000000bbc96faf7fadbbdfe77af570fbec000000000000000000000000000000000000057eb56fb5f145bfd77bb9fbf9fc000000000000000000000000000000000000dacaf3bfffff73f77dbeebcfaae8000000000000000000000000000000000000f2bbffffbdb6b9dcbdbfe936d5d8000000000000000000000000000000000000b2eab6ccae7f7fb3ff6df37f4328000000000000000000000000000000000000b68fefffffdfe6d7dfba4af786a8000000000000000000000000000000000000fdd9eeb7cb5dba37b6da9abd377000000000000000000000000000000000000029ba7add7f7f67b65bedb6d37ad0000000000000000000000000000000000000e2effdffb7fffddbbf7ffefff7f8000000000000000000000000000000000000faebe7b7bfdfef5febcafb3fced8000000000000000000000000000000000000e856ed75cef34df6f7ce759776900000000000000000000000000000000000003a5bbfaf7dfdf7dd3ffad6efef78000000000000000000000000000000000000aab7ee96edf9ffddc7d440ffd9f8000000000000000000000000000000000000a846defffc7f3b3fbe7bbfdfeff800000000000000000000000000000000000032e9acffffeefeffffffffebb738000000000000000000000000000000000000b36fefffefffe7eff6e77d77bed8000000000000000000000000000000000000fe96f778efd9cff7fde77f77ef78000000000000000000000000000000000000b75beebecfdfffdf7f777fffeef8000000000000000000000000000000000000bacb7dffffffbdffffbf7fffeea80000000000000000000000000000000000002a9ed16fdf7fc1efff47fdf9eff8000000000000000000000000000000000000eeaaefbfff7fffd7ffdf7f77dff0000000000000000000000000000000000000b2e9e4be7fdffde675f7fcf59768000000000000000000000000000000000000d28b59dcae3decffffef7fefa7f8000000000000000000000000000000000000f2d3ef7ffffaff7dff7f5fc5b1d4000000000000000000000000000000000000eee3bdeffff77bdb75c1bcff97f8000000000000000000000000000000000000e98adb33b01bffdfba6cfed7ed680000000000000000000000000000000000007bebeffffffdfd7fdcb9dd178a78000000000000000000000000000000000000a96c6f95597b67cfadb2dda7c44000000000000000000000000000000000000088b1ebef96df7b9ed768bcffd7080000000000000000000000000000000000002a4fea35477dd5edbe23bef79250000000000000000000000000000000000000aeaba6f776d7bddfac85eb2fd0d80000000000000000000000000000000000002832b3ebeb7d6ff52b6ef99b715800000000000000000000000000000000000005000000070101000000030000000000}}}{\sp{\sn pictureGray}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn pWrapPolygonVertices}{\sv 8;17;(0,0);(0,5703);(0,5703);(0,9950);(0,9950);(0,10193);(0,10193);(0,21600);(21600,21600);(21600,10193);(14198,10193);(14198,9950);(13659,9950);(13659,5703);(9824,5703);(9824,0);(0,0)}}{\sp{\sn fLayoutInCell}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn fIsBullet}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn fAllowOverlap}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn fEditedWrap}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn fBehindDocument}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn fPrint}{\sv 1}}{\sp{\sn dxWrapDistLeft}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn dxWrapDistRight}{\sv 0}}}{\shprslt\pard \plain \li0\ri0\sb0\sa0\pvpara\phcol\posnegx-259\posnegy8287\absw0\absh1281\dfrmtxtx40\dfrmtxty58 {\pict\wmetafile8\picw4076\pich2260\picwgoal2311\pichgoal1281
